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CalECSE is a new technical assistance project funded under the California Department of Education (CDE)
that will support Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPAs), County
Offices of Special Education (COEs), and other Agency Partners in the areas of IDEA Part Cto B
Transitions, Preschool Assessment Practices, and Preschool Child Find by providing technical assistance,
professional learning, and demonstration of tangible practices that have been proven successful.

The Network amongst agencies, .

, and to improve the capacity,
knowledge, collaboration, and implementation of evidence-based practices across agencies
throughout California.

The Network is committed to for children and their families by
to successful transition for California’s youngest children with
disabilities.


https://CalECSE.org
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Required Timelines




Required Timelines for Part C % (CALECSE

California Early Childhood

Referring children served by Part C, three or When late referrals and eligibility of children
more months prior to their third birthday. into Part C, result in late referrals to Part B.
V During the School Year v Early Start eligibility 45-90 days before

third birthday

V Early Start eligibility 1-44 days before third

birthday DA YS
TO GO
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Must include
Child’s name &

Referral Timelines

(DOB), and

REQUIRED - Referral/Notification- Lead agency to Lead Parer_]t contact
Education Agency (LEA) no fewer than 90 days before the info.
third birthday Parental

consent

Transition Planning Conference — Lead agency & LEA with family no fewer not
than 90 days, but not more than nine months before the third birthday required

Transition Plan - no fewer than 90 days before the third
birthday

Parent consent is
required for any Determination of Part-B eligibility by age three
information shared,
beyond required
notification

Zersc')fr']atl)lly If eligible, Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and services in
Identifiable place by third birthday

Information (PII) from
Part Cto B

IDEA’s Regulations at Section 303.209 is titled “Transition to preschool and other programs” paragraph (b) Notification to the SEA and appropriate LEA; paragraph
(c) Conference to discuss services; paragraph (d) Transition plan; paragraph (e) Transition conference and meeting to develop transition plan; paragraph (f)
Applicability of transition requirements.



Referrals During Summer and ‘% (CALECSE

California Early Childhood
Special Education Network

\/ LEAs MUST accept and respond to transition referrals for all children, that

may occur during the summer months or extended school breaks.

\/ Federal regulations require LEAs respond to all referrals within 15 calendar
days, with an Assessment Plan or a Prior Written Notice that an assessment

plan will not be completed and reasons.

\/ The parent has 15 days to respond to the assessment plan

\/ LEAs may not defer transition referral (initial Part B eligibility) assessments
and |[EP meetings are not suspended because of school breaks [34 CFR

Section 300.301(d)].



Recommendations to Address Referrals

During Summer and School Breaks D s

« Communicate regularly with regional center/Part C LEAs to plan ahead for upcoming referrals and ensure assessments are

done before school breaks or for staff to be available during the break.

« Hold transition conference early enough to allow time for the LEA evaluations and |EP to take place prior to the school break.

IEP Teams must consider Extended School Year (ESY) at each child’s IEP meeting, including those who turn three during the

 LEA’s summer break. Be proactive in sharing this information with

Even if the IEP team determined that ESY services are not needed or parent prefers to delay start of services until the new
v school year, the IEP is considered “implemented” by the third birthday, as the meeting has been held, and any if appropriate

services have been offered.



Late Referrals

California Early Childhood
Special Education Network

Children made eligible for Early Start (Part C)
between 45 and 90 days prior to third birthday

\/ The Early Start (Part C) Lead Agency is \/ The LEA (Part B) is required to:

required to:

v/ Ensure the initial evaluation under Part B is

v/ Conduct initial evaluation and assessment for Part C ted by the third birthday
v/ Hold initial Individualizes Family Service Plan (IFSP) an |EP by the third birthday if the child ;
meeting, and develop IFSP, if eligible ined eligible under part B even if ... »ﬁ\.
v/ Develop a transition plan with the appropriate steps the 60-day timeline for conducting an -
ﬂ and services initial evaluation expires after the third 4 * f ',
v Provide notification to the Part B LEA birthday d
v/ With parental consent, make a referral to the LEA ... Part C provided notification and
(or assist the family to make contact with the LEA) parental assistance to contact the LEA.
v Transition conference MAY be conducted but is not __There was no formal referral to Part
required. B, yet child met Part C eligibility and

has an IFSP.



Late Referrals " CALECSE
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Children made eligible for Early Start (Part C) between
One (1) and 44 days prior to third birthday

\/The Early Start (Part C) Lead Agency is \/ The LEA (Part B) is required to:

required to:

¢/ Ensure the initial evaluation under Part B is
completed by the third birthday
v/ Develop an IEP by the third birthday if the child
is determined eligible under part B even if ...
...the 60-day timeline for conducting an
initial evaluation expires after the third
birthday
... the child does not have an IFSP yet
Part C provided the LEA:
- notification to Part B
- parental assistance to
contact the LEA

v/ With parental consent, make a referral to the LEA,
or assist the family in initiating contact with the
the LEA in the area where the toddler resides.

NOT REQUIRED to:

- Conduct initial evaluation and
assessment for Part C eligibility

- Hold an initial IFSP meeting

- Develop a Transition Plan

- Hold a Transition Conference
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Part C to Part B
Transition Tools



Best Practices and Useful

“ Checklists “




10 Best Practices to Successful Transitions

Inform families about transitions

Know about the community resources available to families

Develop and annually review the interagency agreement

Plan for the transition with the family

Have a process in place for the referral and notification

Have a process for late referrals

Prepare for the transition conference

Plan ahead for summer and extended school breaks

Develop cross-agency understanding of the LEA eligibility assessment and
IEP processes

Develop cross-agency understanding of the Lanterman assessment and IEP
planning processes

WCoNooahkhwbd=

-
o

SOURCE: California Department of Developmental Services, Early Start Section and California Department of Education, Special
Education Division. Effective Early Childhood Transitions: A Guide for Transition at Age Three-Early Start to Preschool. Sacramento:
WestEd Center for Prevention and Early Intervention, 2013.
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Early Start Coordinator’s Transition Checklist* TRANSITION Checkiist 2 0f 3 ect Early Childnood

Technical Assistance Center

i iy prmciions o N s o i e A PR A e e N A o ot o e Transition from Early Intervention Services to Part B Preschool Special Education Checklist
Reter family to the famiy resource center (FRC) for family support services, with parent permission This checklist includes practices to support the adjustment to new settings and services. The checklist
Emphasize that Early Start services terminate at three years of age transition of toddlers from early intervention services indicators can be used to develop a transition plan to

BemRN W i sbeaprisehik oot practiee; is scthaten : :?;riem’:v:':t:: Y m The au:c':‘m":?
m:;::;‘:;:yd others requested by the family) that a transition conference will occur no later than 90 days prior to the lmplamemed In ool : on with family reambars and S0l can e usad for & salfavaloation to deteriing

- Inform the fam iy that the LEA will be invited to attend the transstion conference, m.mma?umm m‘m m&ﬁ&%ﬂm were used prior %o,
Inform families that they have the right to invite persons of their choice 1o the transition conference
Notify the LEA that a transition conference will occur no later than 90 days before the child’s third birthday. Practitioner: Child: Date:
Coordinate the transition conference location, date, and time with parents and the LEA.
Inform the family that a notificationreferral will be made 10 the LEA no later than 90 days before the child's third birthday. Seidom Someof Asoften Most of
Ninety deys before the third birthday, or carfier at the discretion of all parties: Please Indicate which practios characteristics you were  Of never thetime asican  the time
able to use as part of transitions for a child and famlly: (0 - 25%) (25-50%) (50-75%) (75-100%) Notes

Send a written meetng invitation to parent and LEA at least two days before the transition conference.

Convene the transition conference 1. Practitioners provide opportunities for parents/family
members to discuss services and supports they think

: their child might need in & preschool setting or
family questions, concerns, priorities, and resources; program

Document discussions and identify imdividual transition steps and services including:

training to prepare families for future placements; 2. pucms/fanmy members ghare their hopes, concemns,

providing information about community Seevices and resources. and ask questions about future programs and D D D D
steps and services to prepare a toddier for successtul transition at age three; servocy
steps to determine eligibility for LEA and continued regional center services at age three; 3. Parents/family bers are p "W‘ the i ; [:] D D D
) they need to participate and make informed decisions
required assessments, timefnes, and responsible parties; about a preschool transition
possible program options at three;
_09' i = 4. Praetmonetsfmmmesendngm:eoewmpmyam
identification of persons responsible for convening the final IFSP review, initial IEP, and initial IPP meetings as appropriate; icate with p | per and p
eligible for LEA services, and IPP if the child is eligible for ongoing regional center services. on-golng support to parents/family members and their D D D D
Invoive others requested by the family, such as the FRC, in the transition process. child as they adjust to new programs and settings
Send the LEA written notification/reterral for the child (parent consent is not required). 5. Parents/family me‘“:fefs and 3:30 ‘m;,m""::f
ractition, hare inform
Include copies of evaluation and assessment reports. and the most recent IFSP In the referral packet, with parental consent. l;pabiiﬁ:s'.s:vefamozg. ::::Lm ::d :e:ds :‘h the D D D D
By the third birthday preschool staff with parental permission
Pasticipate in the final IFSP review and initial IEP and IPP meetings, as appropriate 6. Practitioners actively invols " "
Provide referralks for community-based services, as appropriate. special education staff in me lmmllon plan for the [:] D D D
transition from early intervention to preschool
At three years
c the required data rep 7. Parents/family members are provided information
about the legal requirements and p for eligibility
Close Earty Start file for p | and |EP development for p | O O
special education or other community-based
“This checklist may be used to monitor the Early Start service and related ing may begin as preschool programs
early 85 27 months of sge with the agreement of all swolved parties, and the transition conference must be held no later than 90 days before the chid's third birtheay.
Source ww.wumm&«kamummmdnmn EMective Early CMIahood Transitions, A guide for Transition at Age Thwee- 8. Practitioners arrange for preschool program visitation D D
Early Start to Pr project of Californ & Depariment of Developmental Services and California Department of Education. 2003 by parents/family members and their child

‘».«‘\

(CALECSE

Caldornia Barty Chikihood
Speci Education Network This checklist is based upon the following DEC Recommended Practices: Transition 1, 2

The DEC Recommended Practices are available at http://dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
Access this checklist and other products at hitp://ectacenter.org/decrp

Copyright € 2018 Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
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Ten Best Practices to Successful Transitions

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NLwe)JFnX5xM) IK5H6CkuzB0JXVZZy/view

Recorded session explaining the 10 Best Practices to Successful Transitions: Part 3: Leveraging and Expanding

Interagency Collaborations and Communication (video): https://player.vimeo.com/video/981606250

Early Start Coordinator Checklist

drive.google.com/file/d/1eP6ZWos2eAGIUUOU 23snk7w/view?usp=sharing

Practitioner Checklist for Transitions from Early Start to Part B Services

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NiJHQedBo-KSu4dVgXvNYvwasV4PeBVnO/view?usp=sharing



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NLweJFnX5xMJ_yqIK5H6CkuzB0JXVZZy/view
https://player.vimeo.com/video/981606250
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eP6ZWos2eAGIUu0UP3UrQtxHs23snk7w/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NiJHQedBo-KSu4VqXvNYvwasV4PeBVnO/view?usp=sharing
https://CalECSE.org

Reference Tools and Sample

e Forms e




RESOURCES TO PLAN
FOR TRANSITION
TIMELINES*

Transition Timelines with details and responsibility
assignments ((complete document clipped on this slide)
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://calec
se.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911 Part%20C%20t0%20Part%20

B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Le
adership.pdf

Referrals During School Breaks
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1blUiMTOFzRHwWvEczed9aUL5ergwR

mDDt/view

Transition Rules for Late Referrals
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18I-iSm3rA4WsQWvHsbIDAbUezDo1

uby6/view

* Transition requirements are applicable to ANY child who was referred to Early Start prior to their third
birthday. This includes children who may have been referred so close to their third birthday that no Part C

services, other than transition, were provided.

Purpose: Transitions occur for children and familles across their ifespan, One major transition required within IDEA (s when children

turn 3 years oid and transition out of Part C Eory Intervention Programs into Port B Services for School-Aged Children. Fomiies hove
procedural sofeguords and protections that ensure they are fully informed about the process and options as thewr child is assessed for
elgibility under Part B of the IDEA Locol LEAs have a requirement under the IDEA to ensure thot 100% of the chifdren receiving Part C
services and found eligible for Port B, have Part B services in ploce by the chitd's third birthday.

At least 3 months
and not more than
9 months prior
to a child’s 3rd
birthday

At least 3 months
and not more than
9 months prior
to a child’s 3rd

birthday

At least 3 months

and not more than
9 months prior
to a child’s 3rd

birthday

At least 3 months
and not more than
9 months prior
to a child’s 3rd
birthday

PartC
Service
Coordinator

PartC
Service
Coordinator

PartC
Service
Coordinator

Part B
LEA

Transition Plan: The transition plan is part of the IFSP. The IFSP team
(which includes the parent) must develop a transition plan including
steps to exit from the Part C program, appropriate services as part of the
IFSP, and a review of program options for the child once they turn 3. This
can be developed at the transition conference, but may be developed
anytime between 9 months and 90 days prior to the child’s 3rd birthday.

Referral: The local Regional Center/Part C Provider is required to make
an official referral to the LEA in which a child resides, letting them know
there is a child who is potentially eligible for Part B of the IDEA. This step
must occur even if the parents do not want a transition conference or
for detailed records to be released to the LEA. Referral does not require
parent permission to provide the child’'s name, the child’s date of birth,
and the parents’ contact information.

Transition Conference: The Regional Center/Part C Provider must, with the
permission of the parents, convene a transition conference to discuss cumrent
services and provide notice that their child may be eligible to receive services
under Part B8 of IDEA. If a conference is convened, the Regional Center must
invite an LEA representative to the transition conference. Whether or not an
LEA representative attends, the Regional Center must conduct the transition
conference and provide parents with information about Part B services
(eligibility, timelines, and availability of special education and related services).

Transition Conference: If invited, an LEA representative is required to
participate in the transition conference. The LEA should cooperate with
the Regional Center/Part C Provider to provide parents with information
about Part B services (registration process, eligibility, timelines, and
availability of special education and related services).

California Early Childhood
Special Education Network

in ¥  (626) 966-1679 CalECSE.org


https://calecse.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911_Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Leadership.pdf
https://calecse.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911_Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Leadership.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18l-iSm3rA4WsQWvHsblDAbUezDo1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1blUjMTOFzRHwvEczed9aUL5erqwR

Eligibility
Criteria

Each state must establish the criteria
for eligibility. All states must include
the following two categories in their
eligibility criteria:

1. Is experiencing a developmental
delay. as measured by
appropriate diagnostic
instrument:
one or morgid
areas:

A child with a disability. undes Part B of

IDEA, means a child evakiated as having:

1. Anintellectual disability,

2. Ahearing impaiment (including
deafness),

3. Aspeech or language impairment,

KSR LY i teia s M e Vi

a. Cogni
b. Physic Eligibility

includ Criteria

hearin Continued
c. Commn
develc
d. Social
develc
e. Adapt
2. Has a diagr
mental con
high probat
developmer
Each state must
percentage of di
to establish eligil
The state also ¢:
physical or ment
result in develop

States have the

an additional eli
for infants and t
developmental ¢
biological or eny
such as includin
respiratory distre
lack of oxygen,

infection, nutriti

a history of abuse or neglect, and
being directly affected by illegal
substance abuse or withdrawal
symptoms resulting from prenatal
drug exposure.

2. Deafness means a hearing
impairment that is so severe that
the child is impaired in
processing linguistic information
through hearing, with or without
amplification that adversely
affects a child's educational
performance.

3. Hearing impairment means an
impairment in hearing, whether

manent or fluctuating,

t adversely affects a'child's
educational performance but that
is not included under the
deﬁr_\ition of deafness in this
sectio

4 Mulnple disabilities mean
concomuam impairments (such

s inteliectual disability-blindness
or intellectual dnsabil:w
orthopedic impairment), the
combination of which causes
such severe educational needs
that they cannot be
accommodated in special
education programs solely for
one of the impairments. Multiple
disabilities does not include

deaf -blindness.

For a child to be eligible for Part
B services, the child must (1) have

a disability (i.e., meet eligibility
requirements) and (2) be in need of
special education and related sesvices.
A team of qualified professionals and
the parent of the child shall make the
determination of eligibility and
determine the educational needs of the
child.

Evaluation in Part C is defined as the
used by qualified personnel to
determine a child's inttial and continuing
eligibility. The process must include:

Evaluation in Part B is defined as the

procedures used to determine whether
a child has a disability and the nature

and extent of the special education and

1. Admini of an eval related services that the child needs. The
instrument; evaluation procedures must include:
2. Takin
includ
child’s
3. Identi X .
functic Types of Part C services are developmental in Part B services are educational in nature
) Services nature and provided on an individuali and provided on an individualized basis.
o farmly—cemered basis. Services identified They are related to a child's measurable
b. ! in the regulations include, but are not and annual goals, including academic and
i limited to: functional goals, that are designed to:
c 1. Assistive Technology Device and 1. Meet the child's needs to
d.! Services, enable the child to be involved
‘ 2. Audiology,
e 3. Family Training and Coun:
4. Gathe 4. Health Services,
'c"“fl"l’:,: 5. Medical Services, Service In Part C, services are provided to each | In Part B, special education and related
) 6. Nursing Services, Recipients eligible child within the context of their | services are provided to each eligible
5. Revie i i family and caregivers. Services and student between the ages of 3 and
7. Nutrition Services,
other 8 tional Th supports that are identified in the family’s | 21. Special education and related
Itis importz ) ¥ M2 Individualized Family Service Plan are services are determined by the child’s
medical an¢ 9. Physical Therapy, based on the family's identified priorities | IEP. Special education, related services,
used to est 10. Psychological Services, and concerns for their child and must and supplementary aids and services
conducting 11. Service Coordination, ddress the child’s develop | needs. | are determined based on a child'’s
under this ¢ y functional and academic needs and
that the chi :; 550'9' ?xg ‘::gs: and Sl should enable the child to be involved
one or mon 2 Ga» o Ws, in and make progress in the general
constitutes 14. Special Instruction, education curriculum or to participate in
meets the s 15. Transportation and Related appropriate activities.
Assessmen 16. Vision Services, and
procedures 17. Speech/Language Therapy| Parental Families in Part C have the same Families in Part B have the same
to identify Rights parental rights as families in Part B. In parental rights as families in Part C.
of the chilc many states, Part C adopts the Part B In all cases, similar to Part C, families
and concer safeguards. In all cases, families have the have the nght of consent from initial
establishin Service Part C requires that services proy right of consent from referral through i I and p!
Family Sen Setting to an eligible infant and toddler transition. Part C is a totally voluntary of special educatlon and related
basis to m¢ provided in settings that are naty program on the part of parents. services to post- schf:ol transition or exit
supports p or typical for the same-aged infa from special education.
or toddler without a disability. TH
regulatory term “natural envi System of Part C statute and regulations provide for | Free appropriate public education, a
is used to define the implementa Payments a system of payment for Part C services. | provision in Part B, means that special
of services within the daily routin| States must develop written policy that education and related services:
activities of the family and their g must be provided to all families that 1. Are provided at public expense
explains what, if any, responsibility the under public supervision and
family has for supporting the costs of direction, and without charge,
services through the use of public or 2. Meet the standards of the State
private insurance or family fees. " Educational Agency (SEA)

3. Include an appropriate preschool,
elementary school, or secondary
school education in the State, and

4. Are provided in conformity with
an IEP.

Reference:

Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1400 (2004).
Document Citation

National Center for Hearing A and M:
Policies: Differences Between IDEA Part C and IDEA Part B: A Comparison Chart, 2016.

This document can be found on www.infanthearing.org/earlyintervention

This document was

Eligibility and Service Delivery

by a committee convened by NCHAM and has been funded in part

by a cooperative agreement (US2MC04391) from the Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB)
of the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) at the United States Department of
Health of Human Services.
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Notification/Referral Letter to Local

Notification/Referral Information
Local Education Agency

This packet accompanies the referral for the child listed below, with parent consent:*:

Date:

Notice of Transition Conference

Child's Name Date of Birth

To (Receiving Agency):

From: Contact Name:

Agency Contact:

From (Sending Agency):

Part C Service Agency:

Contact Phone:

Email:

This is a notification/referral for a child who resides in your school district and will soon be tuming three years of
age. As a child who y Early Start he/she is eligible for Part B services through
the LEA at age three.

Child's Name:

Date of Birth:

Parent Name:

Languages Spoken by Child and Family:

Source: € and C

nctue Bovy Coacmocd Tenpaces. & guite or Ronon of A9 mm»m

Secrameno
Den-mdhumm!m

Service Coordinator/Agency Contact:

— Most recent Family Plan, Plan

— State of California School records (if
—— “Parent's signed consent A Identifying ge

The I and prog repoNts were recently (within the past six months) ond ore
inciuded in this packet Additional assessments that are in process are noted below. Please contoct the service coordinator
fo obtain additional information.

Q P

Q Speechand L
ao Therapy

(=]

Q Medical

=] e

c Sanicos s C '“‘(i
EMctnm Eaity Cmong Transionk 4 grec for TG 60 of dge These-£orly S 10 ARShoot
Sacrameno: A collaboriive DIOECt of C:
Castomia Dopanement of Educanon. 2063
California
Network

Dear Parent: This is to confirm that our
meeting Is scheduled for:

Date Time Location

The following people are invited to this meeting:

Name Agency Title
Name Agency Title
Name Agency Title

You may invite anyone else {family member, friend, acvocate, other) that you would like to be involved in the Transition
Conference. if this time is no longer convenient for you, please contact me at as soon as
ible 5o that the meeting can be

Sincerely, Service Coordinator
Cc LEA Representative

T ——. £
MMWM:A””MG& Theee Eany Stort to Preschoot
Sacramemo Servicos and

Cattornia Degurrent of Biucanon. m




CalECSE.org — Resources

California Early Childhood

Interagency Collaboration

\/ Eligibility, Services, and Policy Differences Between IDEA Part C and IDEA Part B
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JIDjkC1C3y0nofZPDsfO5cwaxLr)Ver7/view

\/ Sample Notification Referral Letter to LEA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TF1vvtBrSGUkK3PUG6Yi2 -ESrlb6Dsci/view

\/ Sample Notification

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gTWGNsBh1TOgkG4SZLo S5Hnznxw/viewReferral Info Packet to LEA.pdf

\/ Sample Notice of Transition Conference
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r90PFO8y4lolTxshBe60MNH1zbU7eHUp/view



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qTWGNsBh1TOqkG4SZLo1JZuYF5Hnznxw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r9OPFO8y4lolTxshBe60MNH1zbU7eHUp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TF1vvtBrSGUkK3PU6Yi2_-E5rIb6Dscj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JlDjkC1C3y0nofZPDsfO5cwqxLrJVer7/view
https://CalECSE.org
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Follow us for updates on
training opportunities:

'i @CalECSE
@Cal ECSE
O

@CalECSE
‘
: @CaJ

yX @Cal Ecse

California Early Childhood
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