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CalECSE is a new technical assistance project funded under the California Department of Education (CDE) 
that  will support  Local Educational Agencies (LEAs), Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPAs), County 
Offices of Special Education (COEs), and other Agency Partners in the areas of IDEA Part C to B 
Transitions, Preschool Assessment Practices, and Preschool Child Find by providing technical assistance, 
professional learning, and demonstration of tangible practices that have been proven successful. 

The CalECSE Network  leverages collaboration amongst agencies, disseminates resources, highlights 
existing exemplar practices, and provides direct technical assistance to improve the capacity, 
knowledge, collaboration, and implementation of evidence-based practices across agencies 
throughout California. 

The CalECSE Network is committed to improving outcomes for children and their families by 
eliminating and addressing barriers to successful transition for California’s youngest children with 
disabilities. 

https://CalECSE.org






Required Timelines 



Required Timelines for Part C 
to Part B Transitions 

Referring children served by Part C,  three or 

more months prior to their third birthday. 

               During the School Year 

                  During School Breaks 

When late referrals and eligibility of children 

into Part C, result in late referrals to Part B. 

            Early Start eligibility 45-90 days before 

third birthday 

             Early Start eligibility 1-44 days before third 

birthday 



Referral Timelines 
REQUIRED - Referral/Notification- Lead agency to Lead 
Education Agency (LEA) no fewer than 90 days before the 
third birthday 

Transition Planning Conference – Lead agency & LEA with family no fewer 
than 90 days, but not more than nine months before the third  birthday 

Transition Plan - no fewer than 90 days before the third 
birthday 

Determination of Part-B  eligibility by age three 

If eligible, Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and services in 
place by third birthday   

Must include 
Child’s name & 
Date of Birth 
(DOB), and 

Parent contact 
info. 

Parental 
consent 

not 
required 

IDEA’s Regulations at Section 303.209 is titled “Transition to preschool and other programs” paragraph (b) Notification to the SEA and appropriate LEA; paragraph 
(c) Conference to discuss services; paragraph (d) Transition plan;  paragraph (e) Transition conference and meeting to develop transition plan; paragraph (f) 
Applicability of transition requirements. 

Parent consent is 
required for any 

information shared, 
beyond required 

notification 
Personally 

Identifiable 
Information (PII) from 

Part C to B 



LEAs MUST accept and respond to transition referrals for all children, that 

may occur during the summer months or extended school breaks. 

Federal regulations require LEAs respond to all referrals within 15 calendar 

days, with an Assessment Plan or a Prior Written Notice that an assessment 

plan will not be completed and reasons. 

The parent has 15 days to respond to the assessment plan. 

LEAs may not defer transition referral (initial Part B eligibility) assessments 

and IEP meetings are not suspended because of school breaks [34 CFR 

Section 300.301(d)]. 

Referrals During Summer and 
School Breaks 



Communicate regularly with regional center/Part C LEAs to plan ahead for upcoming referrals and ensure assessments are 

done before school breaks or for staff to be available during the break. 

Hold transition conference early enough to allow time for the LEA evaluations and IEP to take place prior to the school break. 

IEP Teams must consider Extended School Year (ESY) at each child’s IEP meeting, including those who turn three during the 

LEA’s summer break. Be proactive in sharing this information with parents. 

Even if the IEP team determined that ESY services are not needed or parent prefers to delay start of services until the new 

school year, the IEP is considered “implemented” by the third birthday, as the meeting has been held, and any if appropriate 

services have been offered. 

Recommendations to Address Referrals 
During Summer and School Breaks 



The Early Start (Part C) Lead Agency is 

required to: 

✔ Conduct initial evaluation and assessment for Part C 
✔ Hold initial Individualizes Family Service Plan (IFSP) 

meeting, and develop IFSP, if eligible 
✔ Develop a transition plan with the appropriate steps 

and services 
✔ Provide notification to the Part B LEA 
✔ With parental consent, make a referral to the LEA 

(or assist the family to make contact with the LEA) 
✔ Transition conference MAY be conducted but is not 

required. 

Children made eligible for Early Start (Part C) 
between 45 and 90 days prior to third birthday 

Late Referrals 

The LEA (Part B) is required to: 

✔ Ensure the initial evaluation under Part B is 
completed by the third birthday 

✔ Develop an IEP by the third birthday if the child 
is determined eligible under part B even if … 
…the 60-day timeline for conducting an 
initial evaluation expires after the third 
birthday 
… Part C provided notification and
 parental assistance to contact the LEA. 

… There was no formal referral to Part 
                       B, yet child met Part C eligibility and 
                       has an IFSP. 



The Early Start (Part C) Lead Agency is 

required to: 

Children made eligible for Early Start (Part C) between 
One (1) and 44 days prior to  third birthday 

Late Referrals 

✔ With parental consent, make a referral to the LEA, 
or assist the family in initiating contact with the 
the LEA in the area where the toddler resides. 

NOT REQUIRED to: 
- Conduct initial evaluation and 

assessment for Part C eligibility 
- Hold an initial IFSP meeting 
- Develop a Transition Plan 
- Hold a Transition Conference 

The LEA (Part B) is required to: 

✔ Ensure the initial evaluation under Part B is 
completed by the third birthday 

✔ Develop an IEP by the third birthday if the child 
is determined eligible under part B even if … 
…the 60-day timeline for conducting an 
initial evaluation expires after the third 
birthday 

… the child does not have an IFSP yet
 Part C provided the LEA: 
- notification to Part B 
- parental assistance to 
   contact the LEA 





Part C to Part B 
Transition Tools 



Best Practices and Useful 
Checklists 



10 Best Practices to Successful Transitions 

1. Inform families about transitions 
2. Know about the community resources available to families 
3. Develop and annually review the interagency agreement 
4. Plan for the transition with the family 
5. Have a process in place for the referral and notification 
6. Have a process for late referrals 
7. Prepare for the transition conference 
8. Plan ahead for summer and extended school breaks 
9. Develop cross-agency understanding of the LEA eligibility assessment and 

IEP processes 
10. Develop cross-agency understanding of the Lanterman assessment and IEP 

planning processes 

SOURCE: California Department of Developmental Services, Early Start Section and California Department of Education, Special 
Education Division. Effective Early Childhood Transitions: A Guide for Transition at Age  Three-Early Start to Preschool. Sacramento: 
WestEd Center for Prevention and Early Intervention, 2013. 





 Ten Best Practices to Successful Transitions 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NLweJFnX5xMJ_yqIK5H6CkuzB0JXVZZy/view 

Recorded session explaining the 10 Best Practices to Successful Transitions: Part 3: Leveraging and Expanding 

Interagency Collaborations and Communication (video): https://player.vimeo.com/video/981606250 

Early Start Coordinator Checklist 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eP6ZWos2eAGIUu0UP3UrQtxHs23snk7w/view?usp=sharing 

Practitioner Checklist for Transitions from Early Start to Part B Services 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NiJHQedBo-KSu4VqXvNYvwasV4PeBVnO/view?usp=sharing 

CalECSE.org – Resources 
Interagency Collaboration 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NLweJFnX5xMJ_yqIK5H6CkuzB0JXVZZy/view
https://player.vimeo.com/video/981606250
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eP6ZWos2eAGIUu0UP3UrQtxHs23snk7w/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NiJHQedBo-KSu4VqXvNYvwasV4PeBVnO/view?usp=sharing
https://CalECSE.org


Reference Tools and Sample 
Forms 



RESOURCES TO PLAN 
FOR TRANSITION 
TIMELINES* 
Transition Timelines with details and responsibility 
assignments ((complete document clipped on this slide) 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://calec 
se.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911_Part%20C%20to%20Part%20 
B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Le 
adership.pdf 

Referrals During School Breaks 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1blUjMTOFzRHwvEczed9aUL5erqwR 
mDDt/view 

Transition Rules for Late Referrals 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18l-iSm3rA4WsQWvHsblDAbUezDo1 
u6y6/view 

* Transition requirements are applicable to ANY child who was referred to Early Start prior to their third 
birthday. This includes children who may have been referred so close to their third birthday that no Part C 
services, other than transition, were provided. 

https://calecse.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911_Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Leadership.pdf
https://calecse.org/uploads/blogs/files/1709681911_Part%20C%20to%20Part%20B%20Transition%20At-A-Glance%20-%20Assessment%20Team%20Leadership.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18l-iSm3rA4WsQWvHsblDAbUezDo1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1blUjMTOFzRHwvEczed9aUL5erqwR






Eligibility, Services, and Policy Differences Between IDEA Part C and IDEA Part B 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JlDjkC1C3y0nofZPDsfO5cwqxLrJVer7/view 

Sample Notification Referral Letter to LEA 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TF1vvtBrSGUkK3PU6Yi2_-E5rIb6Dscj/view 

Sample Notification 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qTWGNsBh1TOqkG4SZLo1JZuYF5Hnznxw/viewReferral Info Packet to LEA.pdf 

Sample Notice of Transition Conference 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r9OPFO8y4lolTxshBe60MNH1zbU7eHUp/view 

CalECSE.org – Resources 
Interagency Collaboration 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qTWGNsBh1TOqkG4SZLo1JZuYF5Hnznxw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r9OPFO8y4lolTxshBe60MNH1zbU7eHUp/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TF1vvtBrSGUkK3PU6Yi2_-E5rIb6Dscj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JlDjkC1C3y0nofZPDsfO5cwqxLrJVer7/view
https://CalECSE.org


THANK YOU! 



Follow us for updates on 
training opportunities: 

@CalECSE 

@Cal_ECSE 

@CalECSE 

@CalECSE 

@Cal_Ecse 

http://facebook.com/CalECSE
https://www.instagram.com/cal_ecse/
https://www.youtube.com/@CalECSE
http://www.linkedin.com/company/calecse
http://www.twitter.com/Cal_ECSE
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